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The second -one, eslab—

: undléno ‘the agrarlan ‘program -of - Franco
‘Montaro's govcmment “This first settlement
‘was planned by the State, and the settlers were
selected based on existing criteria: _Therefore,

in.this’case, there was 1o struggle for land.

On “the other hand, the ‘miore recent -nuclcus’
1t 4’ complex ‘strategy ‘which _tries to
maintain “and - reproduce - the' family - on “the
land.: ‘For this reason, these families démon-
strale an interest in the use’ of medern tech:
nolc'g:es in spite of ihe lack of a planned pol--
icy on:the part of the State. Instead, the State.
has 'been present in the ‘seltlernent estabhsh-:
‘ment more as'd response to the 1andless work-
érs struggle, which started to' gain rcc0gmuon
4t “the beginning of the eighties. It is ‘obvious:
that the State lags behind in the developtent
process, despite the’ eed for more active inter-
venlion:on its part. '
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Introduction?

Two settiements were studied for this pro-
ject. The first one, "Fazenda Capivari," was
established in the municipality of Valinhos,
State of Sdo Paulo, in the sixties, by governor
Carvalho Pinto, in accordance with the law,
Revisdo Agraria do Estade de Sdo Paulo
(Agrarian Reform of Sio Paulo State), Law n”
5994, December 31, 1960. The other scttle-
ment, "Sumaré ", was established 25 ycars
later by the governor Franco Montoro at Horlo
Florestal Boa Vista in Sumaré, Sio Paulo, in
accordance with the governmental program,
Programa de Valorizagio de Terras Piblicas
(PVTP), (Program for the Use of Public
Land), Law n° 4937, December 30, 1985.

The role of the government in defining
policies for settlements and modernizing agri-
cultural techniques is discusscd comparatively
with the family strategies and modernization
prospects adopted in each settlement. Tt is im-
portant to point out that each government
policy was adopted for its time; therefore, it is
not being judged here for its benefit, or lack
thereof, since these policics were the expres-
sion of contradictory forces, represented by ru-
ral workers, the State, the Church, worker
unions and political parties (Bergamasco,
1990).

The concept of family strategies is based
on the family's behavior as a group, being con-
tinuously readjusted in its activities and in the
means adopted for the realization of their ac-
tivitics. This concept is fundamental in under-
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standing the rural workers' responses to the
presence or absence of the State's actions?,

The modernization process and the de-
mands of a competilive agriculture is present
in the discussion about the inclusion of land-
less workers in the settlements. It is consid-
ered fact that as agriculture becomes modern-
ized the traditional peasantry sector is sub-
Jjected to great changes related to the dominant
laws (status quo). Subordination can occur as
a result of this process, but the process can
also reaffirm the "autonomy” of the family unit
(Wanderly, 1988),

It should be pointed out that the moderni-
zation process which Brazilian agriculture
weat through in the last decades presents it-
self as an incomplete transformation--still
partial, unequal, and exclusionary in terms of
producers, regions and products. It has also
been strongly supported by public resources.
In defining this modernization pattern, the
feasibilicy of small family producers has not
been considered.

Information was obtained direcily from the
workers in the settlements, from technicians
involved in the project and also from docu-
ments and reports. Based on these data, the
objective was to characterize the action of the
State, the adjusiments and strategies of the
family unit and the unit's integration into the
process of agriculture modernization.

The Presence/Absence of the State

The Sdo Paulo State Agrarian Reform: The
Context and Spirit of the Law

In the fifties and sixties, the urbanization
process increased quickly in the middle-south,
an economically well-developed axis, which
demanded a modern agricuiture able to pro-
vide food. However, in S3o Paulo State this
need competed with an expansion in the acre-
age of sugarcane plantations and the concen-
tration of large estates in the hands of a few
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landowners. This resulted in a great labor of-
fering to industri¢s and sugarcanc plantations,
since rural workers did not fit into this concen-
tration pattern. A negative aspect of this pat-
tern was the expropriation and adjustment of
the small farmers in supplying raw material,
Thercfore, it became more and more difficult
to supply the urban demand for food previ-
ously provided by the small farmers,

Along with the crisis of the food supply,
contradictions arose between an intense work-
ers mobilization® and the need to provide the
means for a modern agriculture.

At this time, the demands from the rural
workers' organization, as well as from the in-
tensive agricultural modernization process,
were the basis for the preoccupation of the
State of S3o Paulo, exactly because the most
developed Industriat Center in the country was
being established there, forcing the agricul-
tural sector 10 develop by the same mecha-
nisms,

To settle 500-1000 rural workers per year,
to encourage cooperation and colonization,
and to set up new fiscal measures were the
goals of the S0 Paulo State Agrarian Reform,
It was permeated by an ideological character
towards fast economical development, and, as
mechanisms to increase productivity, it was
given support to improve research related to
production quality, commercialization and the
teaching of new agricultural techniques
through the establishment of Casas de La-
voura (Offices of Rural Assistance) and £sco-
las de Iniciagdo Agricola (Schools of Agri-
cultural Methods).

It seems that the Agrarian Reform?* was
based on an attempt to establish a middle class
which would be able to produce food and to
consume industrialized products.  Another
objective was to encourage the capitalization
of small farms equipped with sophisticated
techniques like those used in America.
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By analyzing the Law Proposal of the
Agrarian Reform, it is possible to perceive that
it was also an effort to block the advance of the
rural social movements that had erupted in the
previous decade, which could be detected in
various ways, including the mobilization of
land tenants in Santa Fé do Sul; strikes on cof-
fee, sugarcane and cotton farms; and land oc-
cupation and clashes between workers and
landowners in Fernanddpolis, Jales, Sdo
Joaquim da Barra and the like.

Law n° 5994 of December 31, 1960, known
as Lei Revisdo Agréaria (ihe Agrarian Reform
Law), was defined in a political projeci with
the title Reforma Agrdria Paulista  (State of
S3o Paulo Agrarian Reform). Its basic points
were ihe following (Secretaria da Agricultura
do Estado de Sfo Paulo, 1960); to lend a so-
cial meaning to the Imposto Territorial Rural
{ITR} (Rural Tesritorial Tax); to levy a pro-
gressive tax on land in the Statc of S&o Paulo,
exempting small farmers; to increase taxes on
productive non-cultivaicd land; to promote,
through the proceeds of the ITR, the purchase
of rural property by those interested in explor-
ing it as small farmers; and to encourage,
through progressive taxes, production im-
provement on non-cultivated land in order to
balance the conditions of supply, to restrain
land speculation and to enhance the adoption
of modern agronomic techniques.

An Assesscria de Revisde Agrdria (ARA) ,
or Agrarian Reform Advisory Committee, at-
tached to the Agricultural Bureau of the State
of S3o Paulo, was created and charged with es-
tablishing the future nuclei of the agrarian re-
form. It was at this time that the appropriation
of private estates, nuclei planning and family
selection began.

The Agrarian Reform, although short
lived, was responsible for the establishment of
three rural nuclei: Fazenda Capivari in
Valinhos, the subject of this paper, Fazenda
Santa Helena in Marilia and Fazenda Pouso
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Alegre in Jad. It resultted in the appropriation
of 7,348 hectares and the settlement of 269
families.

The selection of families was done by a

" committee formed by agronomists employed

by ARA (Governo do Estado de Sdo Paulo,
1960). The criteria for priority selection were:
1) rural workers with no land; 2) anyone who
had worked in agricultural or cattle raising for
over five years as land tenants, sharecroppers,
or rural workers; 3) sharecroppers, land ten-
ants, or nural workers who were members of
agricultural and cattle raising cooperatives; 4)
agricultural technicians who had graduated
from any level; 5) agronomists and velerinari-
ans; 6) thase who had graduated in any area,
but who were experienced in agriculture and
cattle raising; 7) those who had fought abroad
in the second world war; 8) native or natural-
ized Brazilians; 9) residents in the settlement
municipality area for over 5 years; 10) heads
of the largest families.

Besides these criteria, some rules were set
up to avoid the possibility of speculation
(Secretaria da Agricultural do Estado de Sao
Paulo, 1970). First, the settler had to live
with his family on the site for at least five con-
secutive years, working there directly, but with
permission to hire others to complement fam-
ily labor. Sccondly, the settler had 1o start
cultivating the site within onc year from the
signature of the contract; and finally, the site
had to be rationally cultivated in the second
year in accordance with a plan proposed by
the settler with the assistance and approval of
the Agricultural Bureau,

Fazenda Capivari

The rural nucleus Fazenda Capivari origi-
nally included 72 familics, from which only 21
presently remain on their sites. The setilement
expanded by six families during the second
and third years. The Government, for the pur-
pose of agrarian reform, expropriated an area
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of 672 hectares. The transaction between the
government and the Guimaries family, owners
of the arca, resulied in a friendly purchase.
The government became inferested in this
specific area because it fulfilled the reguire-
ments defined in the project. It was close to
important urban centers and served by roads to
facilitate the transport of the goods to be pro-
duced in the setilement. The Fazenda
Capivari Rural Nucleus is 15 km from
Valinhos, 18 km from Vinhedo, 20 km' from
Campinas and 25 km from Indaiatuba, all
major fowns in one of the most important
areas of the state, The Bandeirantes highway
cuts through the nucleus, while the
Anhanguera highway is seven kilometers from
its center, with the road linking Campinas to
Indaiatuba oanly six kilometers from the nu-
cleus,

The settlement of the families in their sites
was slow, starting at the end of 1961 and con-
tinuing through 1962, In the sclection of the
families, there was a cerlain preference for
immigrants from Japan and Italy, so these
families occupicd the majority of ihe siics.
Families with no background in agriculture,
but who possessed good economic siluations
were also chosen, in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Agrarian Reform,

The size of the sites handed over to the
beneficiaries, which varied from 3.64 to 23.34
hectares, have remained practically unchanged
up to the present, cxcept for a few sites whose
owners bought part or all of the neighboring
sites. Some settlers left the nucleus for various
reasons, such as the inability to pay their debis
with the bank; the loss of the site for not being
able to fulfill, in due time, the requirements; or
the sale of the site in order to move to better
conditions in town.

The sites were sold to the settlers, with
payment either in cash, or through a 15 year
loan at six percent interest per year. The sale
price included the valie of the land, the ex-

penses of the improvements made by the gov-
emment, and the refundable expenses of the
community cender.

The nucleus was totally planned. Each
family received their site with a brick house,
its size varying according to the number of
family members. Besides the house, a pigsty
and a shed were also built. The present con-
ditions of the buildings is good; some of them
have undergone renovation, with mainly the
houses being enlarged, in the process chang-
ing their original design,

Right after the occupation of the sites, elec-
tric power was installed, with water being
supplicd by a common well and a reservoir.
Every house had electricity, sanitation and a
gas slove. Afterwards, the water supply was
provided by an artesian well,

From the beginning, the settlement had a
school building for the four elementary grades;
afterwards the building was enlarged in order
to offer intermediate classes. In the same
building was a small infirmary and the head-
quarters of an agricultural cooperative. This
cooperative received one tractor and a truck
for community use. This cooperative, previ-
ously a condition of the project, lasted for only
a short period (3-4 years) and finally became
extinct because of disagreements among the
meinbers. At the beginning, most of the set-
tlers produced traditional regional crops such
as corn, peanuts, and mainly, colton.

Crops were unsuccessful due 1o hard frosts,
and at the end of the third year, many farmers
were in debt to the banks and grain buyers,
with whom they had contracied to seil their
products in exchange for seeds and tools.
Thercfore, after the grace period, some sites
were sold; those settlers who remained man-
aged only by refinancing their debts and sub-
stitwting export crops for traditional ones.
These export crops were maialy fruits, such as
figs and grapes. Presently, however, there is
some diversity, including other species such as
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guava, Kaki (persimmon fruit) and the like.
Some sites have a significant production of as-
paragus, a high value product.

The Democratic Government of Sio Paulo
and the Plan for Public Land Use: The
Framework of State Agrarian Policy

The end of the seventies and the beginning
of the eightics determined in a decisive way a
historical period in the country, as the eco-
nomic maodel responsible for the “Brazilian
Miracle"--conceived and managed by succes-
sive military governments-<ollapsed. This
crisis brought along successive urban strikes
and considerable progress in rural organiza-
tion,

The process of migration, from rural areas
to the cities and from 'less developed regions to
developed ones, resulted in an intense growth
in the urban population®, an increase in un-
employment, and a growth in the demands for
land, work and better living conditions.

The economic model accommodated the
establishment of the largest industrial complex
of the country in the state of S3o Paulo, and
stimulated the entrance of multinational capi-
tal. The application of this economic model
conlinued afier the 1964 coup d'Stat.

Agriculture, following this process, had to
become modernized. With this objeclive in
mind, an agricultural policy was established
which s¢t up a primary sector able to compete
in the international market, employing modern
techniques o increase productivity.  This
policy consisted of rural credit, minimum
prices, fiscal incenlives and technological
policy,

It should be noted that this policy gave
more incenlives 1o crops for the international
market at the expense of those produced for
the national market. Internal market crops
developed tittle and even decreased, so that at
certain times it was necessary to import these
crops.
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In response to this economic model, con-
flicts over the ownership of land began in the
cighties. According to data from Associagio
Brasileira de Reforma Agraria (ABRA), 53
conflicts over land ownership were registered
in 1980/81 in the state of Sdo Paulo, invelving
7,870 people disputing 131,108 hectares of
land, resulting in two deaths and 14 wounded.
In this context, the government plan of Franco
Montore, named FPolitica Agriria Estadual
(Agrarian State Policy), was dcfined by the
Plan for Public Land Use and the Program de
Regularizagdo Fundidria (Program of
Agrarian Regulation). This policy played a
major role in the solution of ¢onflicts in Vale
do Ribeira and Litoral Paulista.

More than a partial solution to the problem
of Agrarian Reform, this policy was presented
as a mitigation of the conflicts over land own-
ership. Its objectives were "to promote an ef-
fective agriculture, cattle raising or forestry on
unproductive, underutilized or inadequately
used land; to create opportunitics for work;
and to provide social and economic progress to
rural workers with no land or with insufficient
land 1o guarantee their subsistence” (Secretaria
Executiva de Assuntos Funiarios - SEAF,
1986).

The Plan of Public Land Use (PVTP) (Law
n° 4.957 of December 30, 1985) established 15
settlement nuclei during 1983-1988, totaling
an arca of 8,922 hectares and accommodating
539 families. "Sumaré 1", an object of this
paper, is one of these nuclei. It is noteworthy
that around 75 percent of these nuclei were
started even before their official sanctioning by
the aforementioned law. This was due to the
intense mobilization of the landless rural
workers in this period. Especially from 1985
onwards, the process of distribution of tand
was characterized by the strength of the
boias-frias® movement, which obtained public
recognition after 1984,
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The old Agrarian Reform Advisory Com-
mittee (ARA), that was set up to complement
the Law of Agrarian Reform, was converted
into the Instituto de Assuntos Fundidrios (I4F)
(Institute for Agrarian Matters) within the
Social-Economical Coordination, having, as
support, the Institute of Cooperatives and As-
sociations,

In March, 1986, the government formed
the Secretaria de Assuntos Fundidrious
(SEAF) (Bureau of Agrarian Matters) aiming
at increasing the number of settlements
proposed by the PVTP and to attend the Plano
Nacional de Reforma Agrdria (PNRA)
(National Planning of Agrarian Reform), that
had assigned part of the duties previewed in it
to the government of the state of Sio Paulo.
At that time, the Agrarian Reform gained a
new institutional decree in Sfo Paulo State;
however, it did not last for very long.

Horto Florestal da Boa Vista: Sumaré I

Most of the area of 855.2 hectares called
Horto Florestal da Boa Vista in Sumaré--
owned by Ferrovias Paulistas S/A (FEPASA)
(Railways of the State of Sdo Paulo $/A), 120
kilometers from the city of Sdo Paulo--were
designated to two settlement nuclei: Sumaré [
(with 338 hectares) and Sumaré II (with 337
hectares). Twenty-six families were selected
initiatly in Sumaré [7, one of whom was trans-
ferred to another nucleus due to serious prob-
lems in the site's soils; therefore, there re-
mained a total of 25 families.

The settlement, whose association is
named Programa Agricela de Sumaré I (The
Agricultural Program of Sumaré I), was estab-
lished in February, 1984, although its story
started in the beginning of 1981, It is a story
permeated by struggles, pressures, occupations
and encampments with the notable presence of
clerical members of the Catholic Church.

During this period of struggle, other agents
became involved in a direct confrontation with
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the Staie, which saw its proposed policy de-
feated.

The selection process was done by the
workers themselves according to the degree of
commitment to the struggle for land, meas-
ured by the resistance to the precarious initial
conditions. The first shelters were made by
voluntary teamwork with pieces of wood, cor-
rugated cardboard, plastic sheets, plywood,
etc. The nucleus overcame this phase and at
the present, the houses, built by the settlers
themselves, are made out of brick and with
electric installation. A well, shed and sink
hole for sewage are communal. The settlers
built an elementary school with material given
by a rcligious community, but the teacher and
the cook arc paid by the State.

Basic crops are cultivated, such as rice,
beans, corn and manioc. The last one has
been intensively produced in order to supply
the flour agroindustry complex. Coffcc has
also become an important crop in the settle-
ment; besides providing an income, it also
guarantees the settlers maintenance on the
land.

As established by the program, the land of
the settlement belongs to the State. There is
an assignment for the use of the land during
an unlimited period, dcpending on the seitlers'
performance. This has created a situation of
legal insecurity for the settlers in relation to
the land ownership. However, this fact has nat
served to discourage them; on the contrary,
they stand firm with the objective of owning
the sites.

Common Strategies and Objectives of
Reproduction

As mentigned before, the formation and es-
tablishment of the settlcments occurred in dif-
ferent places and periods. In analyzing the
stories of the families in each scttlement, dif-
fercnces can be detected, but still, stratcgies
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and objectives of reproduction are common 1o
both.

The idea, though, is not to make a com-
parative sludy between these nuclei. We
premised the study on the idea that the two
sclllements are “produced social spaces"$.
Taking this into consideration, the scttlements
are socially distinguished, so their structures
cannot be considered abstract, but should be
thought of according to the objective and sub-
jective reality of the social agents involved
within; i.c. the settlers, the Stale, the Church,
unions and political parties, etc.

In this way, it is possible to analyze both
nuclei together. Although they have differen-
tiated storics, the strategies and common ob-
jectives of family “reproduction” and land
maintenance should be emphasized.

In Fazenda Capivari, from the 27 settlers
interviewed, 21 had been there since the be-
ginning, and six had joined the setUement
later (less than three years after ils establish-
ment};, in Sumaré I, 25 settlers were inter-
viewed, 24 of whom had been there since the
beginning of the struggle for land.

In Capivari, 13 settlers presently live with
their whole familics on the sile; the same is
tuc for Sumaré. In Sumaré I, five settlers
live alone on their sites. I[n general, all or part
of the family still live on their sites. In some
cases in Capivari, the whole family, including
married sons and grandchildren, lives on the
site. The sons of 20 sctilers live in the setile-
ment and in ten of them, all the sons work in
town; therefore, the productive activity of the
site is in the hands of the sharecroppers. Some
sons, although living on the sites, have off-
farm jobs but also help in tie productive activ-
ity, mainly in marketing and accounting. In
Sumaré¢ 1, only the sons of 11 scttlers do not
live in the settlement; the majority of them
work in town and help to complement the
family income,

FAMILY AGRICULTURE, MODERNIZATION AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN BRAZIL.

Since the nuclei Fazenda Capivari
preceded Sumaré I, the increase of family
mcmbers is higher in the former. In both
nuclei, the family plays an active role in the
production, following an internal work
division,

The familics in Sumaré I live in "agro-vil-
lages" while in Capivari they live on their own
sites. The usc of the space on ihe site is struc-
tured hierarchically from housing the head of
family, his descendants, the sharecroppers to
storage. In Sumaré [, the family lives on a
small site inside the "agre-village," while the
harvest is stored elsewhere,

The majority of the scttlers (77 percent) in
Fazenda Capivari were previously rural work-
ers, land tenants, sharecroppers, an the like,
working in the municipality area, mainly cul-
tivating cotton. However, this is not the case
in Sumaré I; there life on the land was inter-
rupted by working in town as industry employ-
ees, bricklayers and even being employed on
farms.

In the beginning in Fazenda Capivari, all
the family worked on the site, except for the
small children. This was nccessary to keep the
contract with the State to meet the require-
ments, besides providing for the maintenance
of the family.

Based on the previous experience of the
settlers, the first crop was cotton. Usually the
head of the family, with one or two sons, pre-
pared the soil and sowed the cotion. The wife
and small children always worked during har-
vest and sometimes helped in weeding and
applying insecticides. The wife, besides her
domestic activilics, was also responsible for
growing vegetables and taking care of a small
number of animals.

At first, a common-property tractor was
used to prepare the soil. Sowing and some-
times cultivation were done using animal
power owned by the individual settler. In the
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eighties, this situation repeated itself in
Sumaré 1,

Provision for the subsistence of the settler
demanded the cultivation of rice, beans and
corn in Sumaré I. Today there are other crops,
including coffee and castor oil plants.

The cotton plantation, though, did not
bring solace to the settlers of Capivari. Due to
frosts, the harvest caused much frustration,
signifying a tremendous failure in the first
vears of the nucleus activity. The State, that at
this time was always present, structured a
special credit scheme and a new planting pro-
posal through the Sdo Paule Stalec Bank. Ag-
ricultural research pointed out that the region
was favorable for grape and fig plantations. A
technician of Agrarian Reform, working with
the settlers, demonstrated the advantages and
techniques of this fruit production. This
change to an unknown aclivity was a cause for
conceru for the scttlers, but it was overcome by
the confidence they had in the technician.
This could be feit through the warm and af-
fectionate reception we had when the former
accompanicd us to the settlement.

This crisis was overcome with a new ad-
justment of the family nucleus. It would take
four years for the results of the new planta-
tions. In spite of the bank credit, which
should have supplied the family needs during
this period, some family members were sent 1o
town to sell their labor so as te guarantee a re-
production space within the unit.

In Sumaré I, the settlers stated that, de-
pending on the time of the year, their sons or
themselves look for other activity in town or
on farms to complement the family income.
The traditional basic crops for food have not
rcached much further than the family repro-
duction.

The family production assumcs, as time
goes by, specific forms of working the site.
The level of the technology adopted can be
perceived by the relocation of the family mem-
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bers in the working process. Modern produc-
tion techniques, exemplified by the use of ma-
chinery, pesticides and selected seeds, are pre-
sent in both scttlements. In general, neither
the family labor nor the settlement are incom-
patible with modern technology. On the con-
trary, modern technology has become a neces-
sary condition for the survival of the family
production unit.

A close look at the sites in Capivari settle-
ment takes us to a modern agriculture with
adequate soil preparation, irrigation sysiems,
standardization and packing suitable to the in-
ternational market.

It can be seen that modernization of agri-
cultural techniques deeply affected the family
labor organization, modifying its nature, in-
tensity and rhythm. The adoption of a tech-
nique can make work less difficult or demand
additional complementary activitics
(Wandcrly, 1988). This is the case with the
fruit commercialization schemes in Capivari.
Sumaré I, with its differentiated story, shows
similar signs and could potentially follow the
same path. The introduction of an irrigation
system demanded a rcorganization of the sites
which before were individualized. To acquire
the necessary implements for bean cultivation,
the settlers structured themselves collectively,
in this way obtaining high productivity. In
Sumaré I, pig raising is also an example that
reinforces the settlers' efforts to establish a
modern agriculture.

In Sumar¢ 1, a concern about the future
was noticed in the family strategies. This
preoccupation with, and future commitment
to, modernization is demonstrated by their
demand for machinery maintenance and
agricultural mechanization courses? for groups
of young people to attend.

Even with their differentiated stories, a
permanence on the land and the claim for a
better future are present on the setlers' hori-
zon,
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Conclusions

First of all, it should be remembered that
the Brazilian development policy, in spite of
all its contradictions--for example, thc fact
that this policy was established and expanded
amidst the entrance of multinational capital in
Brazil--opcned new spaces in all productive
sectors for modern reforms. The settlements
established by the Agrarian Reform, in the
beginning of the sixties, should be considered
in this context.

The intense care of the State in respect 1o
the requircments for, and the establishment
process of, the families in the settlements can
clearly be perceived. definitcly demonstrating
its interventionist practice, '

In the sccond period, the State, hesitant
and unable to restrain the determination of the
landless, set up the Plano de Valorizacdo de
Terras Publicas (Plan for Public Land Use),
without offering a framework to guarantee
tranquillity or facilities. In Sumaré I sciilers
faced an arduous beginning on  land without
any improvements. Weeds covered the land in
the place of the desired crops. Having nothing
other than their own resources, as well as the
desire and detcrmination to resist, the settlers
faced endless hardship. Difficulties have al-
ways been constant to those involved in this
process, throughout Brazilian history.

However, these productive units have dem-
onstrated their feasibility and their different
ways of overcoming hardships. The State,
present or absent, fapgs behind in this process.
The struggles, the marches and counter
marches entrust these agents to drive the de-
velopment process forward, by demanding an
efficient and precise attitude from the State.

Notes

1. This l%rticlc is a revised version paper presented
at the 8" World Congress for Rural Sociology held
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m August, 1992 at Pennsvlvania State Umiversity,
Pennsylvania, USA, in the thematic session "Land
and the State.” It is part of the research entitled:
"Analysis and Evaluation of the Agrarian Reform
and Settlement Praojects in the State of Sdo Paulo®
carricd out by the Universidade Estadual Paulista.

2. There is a vast collection of papers on family
strategics in DBrazilian agriculture in Wanderly
(1988) and Garcia (1983). Lor specific references
on family strategics in scttlements, see the work
Projetos do  Estado e  Estratégias  nos
Assentamentos de Reforma Agrdvia: A fazenda
Monet Alegre no Estado de Sdo Paulo, by Mana
Edy F. Chonchol (CRBC/EHESS- Paris/France) and
Maria Helena Antuniassi (CERU-SP).

3. The capitalist expansion which benefited the
dominant classes instigaled a policy of encroach-
ment of the working class. Their consequential re-
action was to organize themselves into rural unions
and peasant leagnes. Sce Andrade (1986).

4., More details of Revisdo Agriria Paulista
(Agrarian Revision of the State of Sio Paulo) can
be found in Tolentine (1990}, Comejo, et al.
(1989), and Bergamasco, et al. (1990). Item I of
this paper is based on Cornejo, et al. (1988).

5. In the seventies, 14 million people migrated to
urban centers, while in the rural zones, the working
population did not change in this or the previous
decade.

6. Narr“:‘éxgi’v'é’r’l’ to the rural workers temporarily
employed on farms. The name derives from the
fact that their hunch is eaten cold in the fields.

7. We are considering the phase of the "definitive”
establishmen! of the settlement. In a previous pe-
riod it was an emergency settlement in which the
area was smaller and the number of families larger.

8. Moares et al. (1992) point out the scttlement as
"produced social spaces,” using the concept of so-
cial spaces from P. Bourdieu.

9. This was requested by the seltlers to UNICAMF
and was undertaken by the Department of Agricul-
tural Engineering at FEAGRIL '
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Resumen

Agricultura Familiar, Modernizacion
y Desarrollo Rural en Brasil

Este ftrabajo argumenta las estrategias
familiarcs y la modernizacion en los poblados
rurales de Brasil como forma de lograr la per-
manencia de los agricultores en sus tierras. Se
analizan dos micleos de asentamiento en el
Estado de S3o Paulo. El primero fue
establecido en los setenta durante el gobierno
de Carvalho Pinto. El segundo fue establecido
en los 80, como parte de un «Programa
Fundiarion--el programa agrario del gobierno
de Franco Montoro. La via seguida por el
primere de estos programas nos llevé a
reflexionar sobre los procesos de desarrollo de
las unidades familiares, basados en tecnologias
modernas y con una marcada presencia de
politicas estatalcs. Estc es un ascntamiento
planificado por el Estado, donde los colonos
fueron seleccionados segiin  critcrios  ya
existentes. Por tanto, en este case no hubo
luchas por 1a tierra. Por otra parte, el segundo
nicleo muesira una  estrategia complegja,
dirigida al mantenimiento y reproduccion de 1a
familia en la tierra. Por esla razdm, estas
familias muestran interés en el wuso de
tecnologias modernas, a pesar de la faita de
una actitud precisa y eficiente del Estado. Este
ha estado presente en estos establecimientos de
asentamiento mas bien como respuesta a la
lucha de los trabajadores sin tierra, la cual
empez0 4 ganar reconocimiento a principio de
los afios 80.
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sociologia en la Facultad de Ingenieria
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